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News
2017 Election Results

Jerome Powell

    With the first few 
months of school and 
early deadlines com-
pleted, the Class of 
2018 enters a period 
of happiness as they 
begin receiving col-
lege acceptances. The 
seniors submitted a 
total of 413 applica-
tions since the start 
of the school year, 
which, on average, is 
just over 4 applica-
tions per senior and 
around 90% of the 
grade has submitted 
an application. 
    Among those 413 
applications, 37 were 
Early Decision, 2 
were Early Decision 
II, and 308 were 
Early Actions. Apply-
ing Early Decision is 
a binding contract 
meaning the stu-
dent will matriculate 
upon their accep-
tance. Early Decision 
schools include New 
York University, Co-
lumbia University, 
Northeastern Uni-
versity, Carnegie 
Mellon University, 
Duke University, and 
Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis.
     An Early Decision 
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senior said, “I chose 
to Early Decision 
because it provided 
a plethora of oppor-
tunities for me to 
thrive in.” They said 
“the amazing Co-Op 
program” was ap-
pealing, adding that 
“most of these Co-Op 
organizations offer 
the students at jobs 
before they gradu-
ate because of their 
Co-Op experience 
and that is extremely 
beneficial to me.”
   Another seniors ex-
plained the Early De-
cision process, say-
ing, “Applying Early 
Decision can be a dif-
ficult process. You 
have to truly love a 
school to apply Early 
Decision, and finding 
a school that you love 
requires a lot of time 
and effort. It requires 
a great deal of online 
research reading 
about academic pro-
grams, student life, 
cost of attendance, 
and many more fac-
tors.” 
     They added, “Col-
lege visits are an es-
sential part of the 
process; you have to 

be able to see your-
self studying and liv-
ing on the campus of 
the school to which 
you’re applying Early 
Decision.”
      The student also 
said, “Even if you 
visit a campus and 
fall in love with it, 
you have to visit oth-
er campuses to make 
sure there aren’t oth-
ers that you love even 
more. After you’ve 
collected all that in-
formation, you have 
to make sure you 
have a plan to pay for 
that college’s full cost 
of attendance.”
      The senior con-
cluded by saying, “All 
in all, it’s a long and 
arduous process, and 
it’s not for everyone; 
but if you truly love 
a school, it might be 
for you.” 
   Other members of 
the Class of 2018, 
however, see the 
benefit of applying 
early action in order 
to weigh their op-
tions after hearing 
back from all schools. 
Early Action schools 
include the Universi-
ty of Michigan, MIT, 
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University of North 
Caronlia, and Uni-
versity of Virginia. 
     Some schools offer 
a restrictive, single-
choice EA option, 
where the student 
can apply early only 
to that university. 
Yale, Princeton, Har-
vard, and Stanford 
are all single-choice 
early action.
    A senior who ap-
plied under a restric-
tive early action pro-
gram commented, 
“Under this plan, I 
can reassess my col-
lege list after hearing 
back from my one EA 
school as I am not 
obliged to attend one 
institution.” 
   They added, “If you 
cannot clearly say 
‘this ED school is my 
number 1 school,’ it 
makes sense to apply 
early action instead.”  
   Another student 
who applied early 
action to 8 schools 
echoed the benefits 
of choosing EA over 
ED, saying, “Instead 
of Early Decisioning, 
I applied to 8 schools 
Early Action that 
I thought were all 

amazing. The thing 
with ED is, if you get 
in, then great, but 
you can’t have any 
second thoughts be-
cause you are legally 
bound to going to the 
school. With Early 
Action, I have the 
freedom to choose 
between so many 
great options.”
    Out of that impres-
sive number of appli-
cations, seniors have 
already received 22 
acceptances and 3 
students have also 
signed their letters 
of National Intent to 
play sports in college. 
    2 of our seniors 
have decided to make 
the decision to go 
through the process 
of postgraduate edu-
cation. Post-gradu-
ation is essentially 
a gap year between 
their senior year of 
high school and their 
first year of college. 
There are many rea-
sons for people to go 
through the process 
of “PG-ing,” such as 
more sports expe-
rience, or become 
more advanced in 
a specific field of 

school. 
   One of the seniors 
who is “PG-ing” said 
that they “chose to 
postgrad because I 
came onto the re-
cruiting circuit late 
as a freshmen and 
I wanted this ex-
tra year to help me 
get more Division I 
schools to look at me 
and potentially give 
me an offer.”
      Reflecting on the 
class as a whole, Mrs. 
Riggi, a long-time 
college counselor, 
said that “In my 
opinion this class has 
differed from oth-
ers because of their 
commitment to get 
the essay right!  The 
students of the class 
of 2018 are not rush-
ing to get through es-
says, rather they are 
focused on answer-
ing the prompt to the 
best of their ability 
and to highlight their 
their strong writing 
skills.”
    She added, “We are 
extremely proud of 
the seniors for this 
focus.” Good luck to 
every seniors these 
coming months.

Seniors applied early to 347 schools, including Washington University in St. Louis (above).

Some seniors applied “ED” to New York University (left) and Columbia University (right). 
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