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The Results of the 2017 Elections

Democrats Murphy and Northam win in New Jersey and Virginia
By KIRAN LAHIRI ’21
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     After Harvey Wein-
stein’s sexaul as-
sault allegations were 
brought into public 
view in October, there 
have been new alle-
gations made against 
many powerful men, 
which is being referred 
to as the “Weinstein 
ripple effect.” 
   Even our president, 
Donald Trump, has 
been accused of sexu-
ally harassing women.
This has sparked the 
country’s biggest ever 
conversation about 
sexual harassment, 
and the list of people 
who have been accused 
keeps growing. 
  The Me Too campaign 
has prompted millions 
of people, both men 
and women, to speak 
out about their sexual 
harassment experienc-
es using the hashtag 
#metoo.
   So far, twenty high-
profile men have been 
accused of sexual mis-
conduct, such as Chris 
Savino, Roy Price, 
Mark Halperin, and 
Michael Oreskes. 
    Over a dozen wom-

en have accused Chris 
Savino, who is the 
creator of the Nickel-
odeon show “The Loud 
House,” of sexual ha-
rassment and inappro-
priate behavior. 
    He released a state-
ment on Facebook say-
ing, “I am deeply sorry 
and I am ashamed. Al-
though it was never my 
intention, I now under-
stand that the impact 
of my actions and my 
communications cre-
ated an uncomfortable 
environment.” 
    After these allega-
tions were brought 
to light, Nickelodeon 
fired him. 
    Roy Price, the head 
of Amazon Studios, 
was accused of sexu-
ally harassing a pro-
ducer. Isa Hackett, the 
producer of the Ama-
zon show “The Man in 
the High Castle”, said 
that Price made offen-
sive and crude remarks 
to her at Comic-Con 
in 2015. She reported 
the inappropriate be-
haviour to Amazon at 
the time. Roy Price re-
signed after the accu-

sations were brought 
about and has made no 
comments on this inci-
dent yet. 
    Mark Halperin has 
been accused by over 
a dozen women for ei-
ther sexually assaulting 
or sexually harassing 
them. Some of these 
incidents occurred 
when he was the Po-
litical Director at ABC 
News, where he inap-
propriately touched 
women or he forced 
himself on them. 
    He was fired from 
MSNBC and NBC 
News and his upcom-
ing book was cancelled. 

He apologized by say-
ing, “I am profoundly 
sorry for the pain and 
anguish I have caused 
by my past actions. I 
apologize sincerely to 
the women I mistreat-
ed.” 
   Michael Oreskes, 
who was the top editor 
at NPR, resigned after 
two journalists said 
that he made “unwant-
ed sexual advances 
towards them.” These 
incidents happened 
while Oreskes was 
working at the New 
York Times. Oreskes’ 
accusers were allegedly 
trying to apply for jobs 

at the newspaper at the 
time. Oreskes has ac-
cepted full responsibil-
ity for his actions and 
has apologized to the 
women. 
   These men aren’t the 
only people who have 
been accused of sexu-
ally misconduct. There 
are over a dozen oth-
ers, and the list keeps 
growing. 
    The courage demon-
strated by victims of 
sexual harassment and 
assault has sparked 
a nationwide move-
ment to end the unac-
ceptable treatment of 
women, particularly in 

the workplace. 
   Lauren Sivan, a TV 
Journalist and Wein-
stein accuser, summed 
up the movement at a 
rally to protest sexual 
assault in Hollywood. 
“Today we’re here] to 
tell you that you will no 
longer keep us quiet, 
you will no longer label 
us gold-diggers or psy-
chos. That ends now, 
because we want our 
daughters and sons 
to go to a workplace 
where they will never 
have to take a meeting 
with a dude in a bath-
robe.”

     Every year, Ameri-
cans across the coun-
try take time out of 
their busy lives to 
fulfill their civic re-
sponsibility of voting. 
Following a highly an-
ticipated election sea-
son, results around 
the nation convey the 
thoughts of constitu-
ents on their statewide 
and local governments 
and their feelings on 
national politics. Two 
states held legislative 
and gubernatorial rac-
es, while certain cities 
across the country held 
elections as well.
     In New Jersey, Dem-
ocrat Phil Murphy, 
the former U.S. Am-
bassador to Germany 
and Goldman Sachs 
banker, defeated the 
Republican nominee 
and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Kim Guadagno. 
Immediately after the 
polls closed, major 
news outlets briskly 
reported Murphy as 
Governor-Elect, which 
came as no surprise to 

New Jerseyans. It was 
widely recognized that 
the odds were over-
whelmingly against 
Guadagno, as she was 
outspent three to one 
and had a costly politi-
cal connection to the 
unpopular incumbent 
Governor Chris Chris-
tie.
    In his victory speech, 
Murphy addressed the 
Asbury Park crowd, 
saying, “Tonight, we 
declare the days of di-
vision over. We will 
move forward togeth-
er.” He added, “We will 
rebuild up our state 
from the bottom up, 
and the middle out.” 
    Murphy saw his vic-
tory as an act of defi-
ance by New Jersey 
voters against the 
White House. 
    In a jab against Pres-
ident Trump, Murphy 
said, “This is the first 
major election since 
Donald Trump was 
elected. Tonight, New 
Jersey sent an unmis-
takable message to the 

entire nation -- we are 
better than this.”
    The former diplomat 
appears to be ener-
gized and ready to start 
working. Fortunately 
for Murphy, he will 
not face the same dif-
ficulties that Christie 
faced in working with 
the legislature, as the 
Democrats expanded 
their majorities in both 
the State Assembly and 
Senate. 
    The legislative races 
produced several en-
tertaining stories and 
big headlines. To name 
one, Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney 
handily defeated his 
opponent in the most 
expensive state legis-
lative election in New 
Jersey’s history. Swee-
ney’s victory struck a 
major blow to the New 
Jersey Education As-
sociation, which spent 
millions of dollars in 
trying to unseat Swee-
ney. 
   The NJEA, which 
made an unusual move 

by endorsing a Repub-
lican candidate, may 
now face difficulties in 
advancing their agenda 
through the State Sen-
ate due to their fierce 
opposition to the Sen-
ate President. 
   Virginia held guber-
natorial elections as 
well, where Demo-
cratic Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam 
beat former Bush Ad-
ministration advisor 
and former Republican 
National Committee 
Chairman Ed Gillespie. 
Northam will succeed 
Governor Terry McAu-
liffe, the popular Dem-
ocrat who helped pro-
pel Northam to victory. 
    As Virginia is an 
important swing state 
during presidential 
cycles, the guberna-
torial race was being 
closely watched and 
analyzed nationwide. 
While pundits initially 
projected the race to be 
close, Northam’s nine 
point margin of victory 
greatly exceeded ex-
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pectations.
    Turnout in Virgin-
ia was considerably 
higher than expected. 
Political experts attri-
bute this to last year’s 
election result. Many 
believe that President 
Trump’s actions have 
energized Virginia’s 
Democratic base, as 
the swing state went 
blue in 2016. The fu-
ture governor even 
mentioned Trump in 
his speech, though not 
directly. 
   “Virginia has told 
us to end the divisive-
ness, that we will not 
condone hatred and 
bigotry.” The Presi-
dent chimed in as well, 
criticizing the Repub-
lican nominee for his 
loss, tweeting, “Ed Gil-
lespie worked hard but 
did not embrace me or 
what I stand for.”
   Other notable races 
included the mayoral 
race in New York City 
and the special election 
for Rep. Jason Chaf-
fetz’s Congressional 

seat in Utah. Unsur-
prisingly, incumbent 
Democratic Mayor Bill 
de Blasio of New York 
dominated his Repub-
lican opponent Nicole 
Malliotakis by a margin 
of thirty-nine points. 
In Utah, the Republi-
cans secured the open 
seat in the House of 
Representatives, with 
John Curtis defeating 
the Democratic nomi-
nee in a landslide.
   Overall, it can be said 
that Democrats won 
the day after solidify-
ing New Jersey as a 
deep blue state and 
securing the governor-
ship of Virginia for the 
second election in a 
row. 
   Nationally, the Dem-
ocratic Party sees these 
results as a disapproval 
of the Trump Adminis-
tration and can only 
hope that it will fore-
shadow the outcomes 
of the 2018 midterm 
elections.
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