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    On November 5, 
2017, a 26-year-old 
man named Devin 
Patrick Kelley from 
New Braunfels, Tex-
as, terrorized the 
First Baptist Church 
in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas with a 
semi-automatic rifle. 
He killed 26 people 
and injured 20 more 
during his murder-
ous rampage, mak-
ing it the most lethal 
shooting in modern 
American history oc-
curring at a place of 
worship. 
     At about 11:20 AM, 
Kelley entered the 
church while wearing 
black tactical gear, a 
bulletproof vest, and 
a black face mask 
with a white skull, 
and fired his weapon 
at churchgoers. After 
fleeing the scene, he 
was confronted and 
shot twice by for-
mer NRA firearms 

instructor Stephen 
Wilford. Despite this 
setback, Kelley man-
aged to escape in his 
car. Wilford flagged 
down a pickup truck 
and engaged in a 
high-speed chase 
with the shooter. 
    This chase ended 
when Kelley lost con-
trol of his vehicle and 
hit a road sign, caus-
ing his car to flip and 
land in a ditch; Kelley 
died in the accident. 
Police later discov-
ered that he had an 
additional, self-in-
flicted head wound. 
They also found two 
handguns inside the 
car.
  Kelley was de-
scribed by his former 
classmate in high 
school as “an outcast 
but not a loner” and 
“popular among oth-
er outcasts.” One of 
his close friends also 
said that “over the 

years we all saw him 
change into some-
thing that he wasn’t.” 
He went on to abuse 
his wife and his step-
son, even going so far 
as to fracture the lat-
ter’s skull. 
    After he divorced 
his wife, she claimed 
that he once threat-
ened her with a gun 
because of a speed-
ing ticket that she 
had received; Kelley 
also threatened to 
kill her and her fam-
ily. Due to his bar-
baric actions, he was 
convicted of domes-
tic violence in 2012 
and dishonorably 
discharged from his 
position in the Air 
Force in 2014. 
    In addition, he 
committed acts of 
cruelty against ani-
mals, such as harm-
ing his undernour-
ished husky and 
allegedly using dogs 

and other animals 
for “target practice.” 
The biggest warning 
sign, however, was 
two weeks before the 
shooting on Hallow-
een night. 
    Kelley attended a 
festival at the First 
Baptist Church and 
acted in a very pecu-
liar manner, prompt-
ing the attention of 
others at the event. 
He also commu-
nicated a preoccu-
pation with mass 
murders during the 
festival, like the 2015 
Charleston church 
shooting, and made 
a joke about perpe-
trating such a crime 
himself.
   Due to his history 
of domestic violence, 
Kelley should not 
have been able to 
purchase firearms 
under existing fed-
eral laws, since a 
background check 

must be completed 
before an individual 
can purchase a fire-
arm (excluding those 
with licenses to car-
ry). The Texas gov-
ernment denied him 
such a license. 
       However, a carry li-
cense is not required 
for the purchase of 
firearms under state 
law. He was able to 
buy his rifle because 
the Air Force did not 
inform the FBI of his 
conviction, and thus 
this information was 
not entered in the 
National Crime In-
formation Center da-
tabase. 
    While proponents 
of stricter gun laws 
tout this tragedy as 
strengthening their 
beliefs for more 
stringent gun con-
trol in America, sup-
porters of the Second 
Amendment have 
stated that this inci-

dent would not have 
happened if the stat-
utes already in place 
prior to the incident 
had been enforced. 
     They go on to ar-
gue that even if Kel-
ley had been barred 
from obtaining any 
guns, he could have 
used another weap-
on to commit a simi-
lar atrocity, such as a 
homemade bomb or 
his car. 
    Vice President Mike 
Pence touched on 
this argument when 
he paid a visit to the 
First Baptist Church 
three days after the 
attack, and said, “We 
will find why this in-
formation was not 
properly recorded 
in 2012, and we will 
work with leaders in 
Congress to ensure 
that this never hap-
pens again.”

     On November 2, 
2017, President Don-
ald Trump nominated 
Jerome Powell to head 
the United States’ cen-
tral bank as the next 
Chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve. Powell 
will succeed Janet Yel-
len as the world econ-
omy’s most powerful 
figure. 
     Yellen completes her 
term as the first and 
only woman to hold 
the position of Federal 
Reserve Chair. Fur-
thermore, Yellen is the 
first Fed Chair to serve 
only one term or less 
since G. William Miller 
served from 1978 to 
1979, when he stepped 
down from the post to 
serve as the Secretary 
of the Treasury.
    Yellen began her ten-
ure in 2014, succeeding 
Ben Bernanke after be-
ing nominated by Pres-
ident Barack Obama 
and confirmed by the 
Senate. Much of Yel-
len’s term was defined 
by the central bank’s 
response to the ongo-
ing economic down-
turn. Yellen initially 

continued the quanti-
tative easing policies 
initiated by Bernanke 
in order to stimulate 
the economy. 
     As the economy grew 
and unemployment 
fell, the Federal Re-
serve began gradually 
raising interest rates 
and reversing its quan-
titative easing policies. 
Overall, Yellen’s term 
can be viewed as a suc-
cess, as unemployment 
fell from 6.6% to 4.1%. 
Additionally, though 
inflation failed to hit 
its target of 2%, Yellen 
kept it from spiraling 
out of control as the 
economy bounced back 
from the recession.
    Yellen’s successor, 
Powell, is not expected 
to stray too far from 
Yellen’s philosophy. 
Experts project Powell 
to advocate for con-
tinuing to gradually 
increase interest rates 
as the economy shows 
signs of vitality and 
moves toward full em-
ployment. 
     However, Powell 
and Yellen differ in 
some notable areas. 

While Yellen was a 
prize-winning econo-
mist (like her prede-
cessors) before serving 
as Fed Chair, Powell is 
an investment banker, 
not an economist. 
    While most previous 
Fed Chairs have earned 
doctorates in econom-
ics, Powell holds a 
Bachelor’s of Arts in 
politics from Princeton 
University and a Juris 
Doctor from George-
town University. 
    Powell used his de-
grees in politics and 
law to work as an in-
vestment banker, eco-
nomic adviser, and 
member of the Federal 
Reserve Board of Gov-
ernors for the past sev-
eral decades. 
    In response to con-
cerns about naming a 
non-economist to the 
position of Fed Chair, 
RPS AP Econom-
ics teacher Mr. Loose 
commented, “I am not 
too worried that Mr. 
Powell is not an econo-
mist given his exten-
sive background in law 
and finance, and given 
that he has experience 

on the board. Typical-
ly, one expects that the 
chair will take advice 
from all members of 
the board, and he will 
be surrounded by a lot 
of people with experi-
ence in banking.”
     Wall Street and 
other financial cen-
ters around the world 
will be keeping a close 
eye on Mr. Powell in 
trying to predict his 
moves as Chairman of 
the Federal Reserve. 
Mr. Loose believes that 
Powell “will be an in-
flation target fan like 
his two predecessors, 

which means that he 
believes in forward 
guidance and trying to 
be clear about what the 
Fed’s goals are.” 
    While Powell favors 
keeping the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer 
Protection Act in place, 
some experts suspect 
that Powell may favor 
some deregulation in 
the future. 
    Mr. Loose is also “cu-
rious to see how quick-
ly he normalizes policy 
and raises interest 
rates given the Fed’s 
recent history and the 

political instability ap-
parent all around the 
globe.” 
    With at least four 
years ahead as Chair-
man of the Federal 
Reserve (pending Sen-
ate confirmation), Mr. 
Powell will be tasked 
with deciding how to 
(and how quickly to) 
normalize U.S. mon-
etary policy in the 
wake of the economic 
instability of the Great 
Recession and its after-
math and the political 
instability of the past 
few years.
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