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most certainly has 
nothing to do with 
the race or religion of 
the attacker. 
   Terrorism is the use 
of violence to moti-
vate fear and terror 
to achieve an ideo-
logical goal. A violent 
act is deemed as ter-
roristic when it’s per-
petrated by a non-
state actor against a 
civilian target often 

for a political goal. 
Terrorism does not 
only apply to the use 
of fear as a means 
to obtain a political 
goal, but as any at-
tack that is used to 
inspire terror within 
a populace.
    Unfortunately in 
today’s society, many 
people consider ter-
rorism and terror-
ists as being limited 

to the Middle East or 
people of the Islamic 
faith, but terrorism 
is in fact a worldwide 
problem. The shoot-
ing in Charleston in 
2015 and the horrific 
Wisconsin Sikh Tem-
ple Shooting in 2012 
are both examples 
of domestic terrorist 
acts in the U.S within 
the last decade that 
weren’t carried out 

by Muslims, who are 
stereotyped and dis-
criminated against 
because they’re 
deemed as terrorists. 
    In reality, the Ku 
Klux Klan, the Earth 
Liberation Front, 
and the Aryan Na-
tions are all examples 
of American terrorist 
groups. Terrorism is 
a heinous act, but by 
conflating it with a 
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Defining “Terrorism”
Terrorism should never be conflated with a particular race or religion

     9/11, the deadly 
shootings in Charles-
ton, Pulse Nightclub, 
the Ku Klux Klan, 
the shooting in the 
Sikh Temple, and 
the Oklahoma City 
Bombings. What do 
these things have in 
common? They are 
all examples of ter-
rorism in the United 
States.
   Terrorism. We hear 
that word thrown 
around a lot, but not 
many people know 
what it means. First, 
let me tell you what 
terrorism does not 
mean. Terrorism is 
not limited to vio-
lence in the Middle 
East or large scale 
bombings and hei-
nous acts of violence 
like those in France 
and Brussels. 
   It does not neces-
sarily imply that an 
international attack 
has to occur, and it 

certain race, ethnic-
ity, or religion we are 
simply playing into 
the attacker’s hands. 
We are cultivating 
and perpetuating an 
atmosphere of fear 
and hatred.
    That being said, I’m 
not trying to argue 
that there is barely 
any terrorist activity 
in the Middle East. As 
I said before, terror-
ism is a plague that 
has international im-
plications. As such, 
if we wish to truly 
combat terrorism we 
must do so not as an 
individual country 
but as a global coali-
tion who have decid-
ed that they simply 
won’t stand for any 
more injustice. We 
can only do this if we 
truly recognize what 
terrorism is and how 
we are going to fight 
it.
 

President of the United 
States. Throughout the 
campaign, he made 
crude, offensive, sexist, 
and racist remarks tar-
geted at public officials, 
journalists, and more. 
In sharp contrast to his 

ers insisted that upon 
taking office, Trump 
would become more 
presidential. The ex-
act opposite has hap-
pened. If it’s possible, 
Trump has proven to 
be even less presiden-
tial than he acted dur-
ing the election. Since 
taking office, he has 
publicly attacked a fe-
male journalist, saying 
Morning Joe host Mika 
Brzezinski was “bleed-
ing badly from a face-
lift.” 
     He has called Kim 
Jong Un, the dicta-
tor of nuclear-armed 
North Korea, “Little 
Rocket Man.” He has 
publicly defended the 
actions of White su-
premacists and Na-
zis. He has abdicated 
American leadership in 
the global community, 
isolating the United 
States among its allies 
and trade partners. He 

continues to spew his 
thoughts on his per-
sonal Twitter account 
@realDonaldTrump, 
where he demon-
strates by the day that 
he is unhinged at unfit 
to hold the office of the 
presidency.
     This is not to men-
tion his inhumane and 
ignorant policy propos-
als. President Trump 
has pulled the United 
States out of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, 
isolating America from 
its economic partners 
and ceding economic 
supremacy to China in 
the Pacific. He has in-
stituted a number of 
travel bans in hopes of 
halting Muslim immi-
gration to the United 
States. 
     He has backed a 
number of cruel plans 
to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, which would 
strip health insurance 

from approximately 
twenty-three million 
Americans. He has 
withdrawn the United 
States from the Paris 
Climate Accord, ignor-
ing the pressing prob-
lem of global warming 

By NIKHIL LAHIRI ‘18
News Editor

Staff Editorial: Reflections of the 2016 Election 
A year has passed, but President Donald Trump is still the same

     It has been over a 
year now since Don-
ald Trump shocked the 
nation by winning the 
presidency of the Unit-
ed States on November 
8, 2016. Trump defied 
all odds to ascend to 

Trump’s former cam-
paign Chairman, Paul 
Manafort, has been in-
dicted, and more and 
more incriminating ev-
idence continues to re-
veal itself every month. 
It remains possible 

“Trump defied every norm 
and convention associated 
with the office of the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

Throughout the campaign, 
he made crude, offensive, 

sexist, and racist remarks”

Terrorism is often viewed as “religiously-motivated” mass violence. It is dangerous to only think of it like that.
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highly experienced op-
ponent, Trump never 
held public office or 
served in the military. 
It was even revealed 
that Trump bragged 
about sexually assault-
ing women in 2005 to 
Access Hollywood re-
porter Billy Bush.
     Throughout the elec-
tion, Trump’s support-

the presidency. 
    Nearly every major 
poll projected Trump 
to lose the Electoral 
College; his opponent, 
former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, 
held strong leads in 
the states of Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylva-
nia, and New Hamp-
shire, which would 
carry her to the presi-
dency. 
      Furthermore, Trump 
defied every norm and 
convention associated 
with the office of the 

and further ceding the 
United States’ moral 
and political authority 
around the world.
     President Trump 
remains implicated 
in an ongoing inves-
tigation into his cam-
paign’s connection 
with the Russian gov-
ernment’s interference 
in the 2016 election. 

that President Trump 
colluded with a foreign 
adversary in an effort 
to undermine our de-
mocracy.
    Since taking office 
on January 20, 2017, 
President Trump has 
proved his supporters 
wrong. He has failed to 
become “presidential” 
during his ten months 
in office. Trump was 
unfit to serve as Presi-
dent when he was 
elected a year ago and 
remains unfit to serve 
today.

“Trump’s supporters insist-
ed that upon taking office, 

Trump would become more 
presidential. The exact oppo-
site has happened. If it’s pos-

sible, Trump has proven to 
be even less presidential”

“Trump has failed to become ‘presidential’ during his ten 
months in office. He was unfit to serve as President when 

he was elected a year ago and remains unfit to serve today”


