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possible ties to Russia. 
    Donald Trump epit-
omizes every single 
stain of the linen of our 
country. He is a racist, 
a bigot, a sexist, and a 
possible sex offender. 
Trump waited until 
after the election to 
condemn well-known 
Trump proponent and 
former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke. He 
struggled to pull him-
self to denounce the 
white nationalists in 
Charlottesville. 
    He has even been re-
corded bragging about 
sexual assault in an in-
famous video. Trump 
later brushed off the 
allegations citing the 
appearances of the ac-
cusers as reason why 
he wouldn’t sexually 
assault them.
    It is worth remem-
bering Bill Clinton’s 
impeachment process. 
There isn’t much dif-
ference in the struc-
ture of these cases. In 
Clinton’s case, he was 
civilly sued and the Su-

preme Court had ruled 
that he wasn’t above 
the law. 
    Donald Trump is the 
subject of a defama-
tion lawsuit filed by 
Summer Zervos, one of 
the women who have 
come forward accusing 
Trump of sexual ha-
rassment and a former 
contestant on Trump’s 
famous show, The Ap-
prentice. The judge 
in the case must de-
cide by the end of the 
year whether it will go 
through. 
    The case SHOULD go 
through, considering 
that in Clinton’s case, 
the Supreme Court 
ruled that he wasn’t 
immune to being sued 
in civil court. If the sys-
tem is truly bipartisan, 
it will give Trump the 
same treatment Clin-
ton got. 
    If the case goes 
through, Trump would 
be forced to give a de-
position or testify. If 
Donald Trump is truly 
not guilty of any form 

of sexual misconduct, 
he would come out of 
this the same as be-
fore. If the accusations 
are true, he would be 
faced with two options: 
tell the truth or lie un-
der oath. Both of these 
things, as demonstrat-
ed with Bill Clinton, 
are grounds for im-
peachment. 
    This isn’t the only 
major piece that could 
constitute grounds for 
impeachment. Donald 
Trump has violated the 
foreign emoluments 
clause, which prohib-
its the President from 
receiving gifts from 
foreign government 
without the consent of 
Congress, by renting 
out Trump hotel ball-
rooms and office space 
to foreign embassies 
and a Chinese state-
controlled bank. 
    A major issue that 
could spark impeach-
ment is the suspicion of 
collusion with Russia 
and obstruction of jus-
tice in the investigation 

By NIMA MAJIDI ‘19 and ARCHIT REDDY ‘19
Opinions Editor and Staff Writer

Why President Donald Trump Should be Impeached
The ties to Russia and sexual assault allegations are just the tip of the iceberg 

    On the fateful morn-
ing of November 9th, 
2016, many Americans 
woke up and let the re-
alization hit. Donald 
Trump is President of 
the United States. As 
soon as he came in, 
many Americans, un-
derstandably, wanted 
him out. 
    On January 20th, 
2017, the conversa-
tions about impeach-
ment (and some about 
crowd size) were am-
plified. The fact that 
Donald Trump, a pres-
ident who lost the pop-
ular vote by 2.9 million 
but managed to upset 
Hillary Clinton with 77 
more electoral votes, is 
the leader of the free 
world still disturbs 
many Americans, lot 
of whom want him im-
peached. 
    The first 11 months 
of his presidency have 
been clouded by major 
issues including mass 
shootings, ever present 
racial tensions, sexual 
assault allegations, and 

Kratzman was design-
ing and creating cos-
tumes for them. But, 
that wasn’t all, since 
the performance need-
ed a stage. In came the 
techies (the nickname 
for those who partici-
pate in tech) who built 
a beautiful set from 
scratch in time for the 
opening night perfor-
mance earlier in No-
vember.
    The week leading up 
to the big day is nick-
named “Hell Week” 
for the long hours and 
endless stress it en-
tails. The cast and crew 
are all required to stay 
until around 10:30, 
toiling hard in order to 
produce the best show 
possible. It is common 
for tensions to rise, but 
when it’s showtime, 
everything dull mo-
ment of preperation is 
suddenly  worth it.
    During the actual 
performance, a lot of 
work occurs backstage. 
You only get to see the 
actors and maybe the 
running crew (the te-
chies who move props 

and set pieces on 
stage), but there’s a lot 
more going on. 
     The booth acts as 
the control center for 
lights, sound, and cues 
(when someone should 
do something). The 
stage manager, Sunny 
Chen ’18, makes the 
magic happen, tell-
ing people when to do 
what and how to do 
it. Jamie Chen ’18 and 
Michael Slass ’22 cre-
ate the atmosphere, 
using Sunny’s cues to 
change lighting and 
sound. 
    The assistant stage 
manager, Aela Wil-
liams ’18, is backstage, 
keeping the actors 
in check and putting 
them on stage when 
the time in right. 
     In the end, all of 
these hidden figures 
are what make the 
show go on. Although 
the performance often 
seems to be a small and 
simple event, many 
different roles and ac-
tions must come to-
gether to ensure it runs 
smoothly. 

      Ever since Donald 
Trump became Presi-
dent, the people of the 
so-called “resistance” 
have sought to remove 
him from office claim-
ing that the Trump 
campaign colluded 
with the Russians to 
destroy Hillary Clin-
ton’s chances of win-
ning the election. The 
“resistance” also al-
leges that President 
Trump obstructed the 
Russian investigation 
by firing James Comey 
as Director of the F.B.I. 
    The impeachment 
movement has no 
evidence to back it 
up. Furthermore, a 
President can only be 
impeached if he has 
committed treason, 
bribery, high crimes or 
misdemeanors such as 
abusing the power of 
his office. 
     To date, despite thou-
sands of hours of effort, 
there is no evidence 
that President Trump 
committed any of these 
high level crimes. The 
special investigation 
lead by Robert Mueller 

has lasted for several 
months, yet all they 
have found is that Paul 
Manafort failed to pay 
some taxes well before 
he joined the Trump 
team. 
    Even if Mueller could 
actually find some 
shred of evidence that 
President Trump con-
spired with Russia, 
collusion in an election 
is not an impeachable 
crime.
    Many believe the 
movement to impeach 
President Trump is a 
scheme by the Demo-
cratic Party to get rid 
of him because he is 
an anathema to their 
ideals. Democrats be-
lieve in open borders, 
raising taxes, and sup-
porting Obamacare, 
all of which President 
Trump is against. 
    After the election, 
some critics, mainly on 
the side of the Demo-
crats, predicted Presi-
dent Trump would de-
stroy the country due 
to his political inexpe-
rience and perceived 
personality flaws. 

Why Trump Should Stay
No evidence of an impeachable offense

      As an audience 
member, you view the 
play as a show. You 
see the end product of 
hours of practice and 
a momentous amount 
of effort, but there’s 
no behind the scenes 
montage or peek be-
hind the curtain. That’s 
why I’m here: to give 
you the point of view 
of backstage before, 
during, and after a play 
performance at Rut-
gers Prep.
    In the months lead-
ing up to the final week, 
there is an incredible 
amount of prepara-
tion. Actors are memo-
rizing their lines and 
working on the deliv-
ery, while Ms. Turlish, 
Ms. Curutchet, and the 
Student Assistant Di-
rectors (or SADs) are 
helping and critiquing. 
     Since this particu-
lar play was composed 
of three mini-plays, 
the three SADs, Livia 
Lee ’18, Skyllar Ca-
puno ’18, and I, were 
each assigned one. 
While we were work-
ing with actors, Ms. 

    One year later, 
President Trump has 
carried through with 
many of his campaign 
promises such as fight-
ing ISIS, lowering the 
unemployment rate, 
creating a thriving 
business environment, 
and reforming the VA 
to take better care of 
our veterans. 
     As a result, the stock 
market has risen 12% 
since President Trump 
was elected. He is cur-
rently pushing Con-
gress to reform the tax 
code and lower taxes 
for all Americans. 
    Despite his political 
inexperience, Presi-
dent Trump is effect-
ing positive change for 
America, and is mov-
ing forward to make 
good on his campaign 
promises. 
    Just imagine how 
strong of a country we 
would be if all elected 
officials brought the 
same level of commit-
ment to their positions 
as President Trump 
has.  

of Russian interference 
in the 2016 election. 
Donald Trump himself 
stated that the Russia 
investigation was part 
of his rationale to dis-
miss former FBI Direc-
tor James Comey. 
   This in and of itself 
is obstruction of justice 
and an impeachable of-
fense. Robert Mueller’s 
team which is inves-
tigating Trump’s pos-
sible ties with Russia 
has so far found nine 
Trump officials who 
had contact with the 
Russians during the 
election and the transi-
tion into presidency. 
    There is mounting 
evidence that Rus-
sia infiltrated the U.S 
Election to swing the 
vote in Trump’s favor 
through various meth-
ods including hack-
ing. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin even 
admitted to a possible 
presence of “patriotic 
hackers” looking to 
penetrate the election 
and serve Russia. Dur-

ing the times of the 
hackings, there have so 
far been nine officials 
who were in contact 
with the Kremlin. 
    This doesn’t include 
Donald Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner 
who tried to establish 
a secret backdoor line 
of communication with 
Russia without the 
White House’s knowl-
edge. Trump’s circle is 
falling apart as more 
and more become the 
subject of evidence 
suggesting collusion 
with Russia. 
    Soon enough, the 
President will be the 
main target. As the 
pile of evidence grows 
against him, American 
citizens might wake 
up and realize the 
nightmare is over and 
Trump is no longer the 
President.
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Inside look of the Fall Play
A peek behind the curtain
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