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government at the 
most fundamental lev-
el. The Preamble to the 
Constitution enshrines 
as an obligation of the 
federal government to 
protect the well-being 
of American citizens. 
    The government has 
forsaken this most ba-
sic constitutional duty 

Connecticut, Senate 
Republicans blocked 
measures that would 
expand background 
checks on gun sales; 
measures that were 
supported by 90% of 

to close loopholes like 
the gun show loophole.
   These actions are 
utterly shameful. Dis-
graceful. The nation 
isn’t asking for a com-
plete crackdown on 

the very least attempt 
to keep them safe? To 
far too many Republi-
cans (and some Demo-
crats), the endless flow 
of cash from the Na-
tional Rifle Association 
into campaign coffers 
takes precedent over 
public safety.
    There is some rea-
son to hope. In a sur-
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Staff Editorial: Thoughts and Prayers Save No Lives
Las Vegas shooting leaves many asking when can we honestly say “never again”

    Aurora. Oak Creek. 
Newtown. Charleston. 
San Bernardino. Or-
lando. Dallas. The list 
is endless. And now, 
Las Vegas. In what has 
become a tragically fre-
quent occurrence, yet 
another mass shoot-
ing has devastated the 
United States. 

“bump stocks” may not 
have entirely prevent-
ed the Las Vegas mas-
sacre from happening, 
it is already outrageous 
that the use of such a 
technology is permit-
ted.
   Although gun laws 
appear to potentially 
(and finally) be on a 
common-sense trajec-

them unconstitutional. 
  Tensions flared even 
more when Carles 
Puigdemont went 
ahead and held a vote 
for Catalonian inde-
pendence and Spain 
responded with force. 
    Now, the streets of a 
once-peaceful city are 
characterized by the 
common sight of pro-
testers battling with 
riot police and stray 
rubber bullets streak-
ing through the air.
    Where do I stand on 
the issue? It’s easy to 
pick a side and just run 
with it. The real ques-
tion is where Spain fits 
in my ideal scenario. I 
don’t believe in Cata-
lonian independence. 
Catalonian secession 
from Spain would be 
detrimental to Spain 
and Catalonia. 
   Spain would already 
take a major hit as Cat-
alonia makes up a fifth 
of their economy. Dur-
ing the 2008 economic 
crisis, Catalonia ex-
perienced the highest 
budget cuts out of any 
Spanish state. 

    Their wealth was the 
hand that pulled Spain 
out of the rubble. Cata-
lonians comprise 16 
percent of Spain’s pop-
ulation yet they con-
tribute to 20 percent 
of Spain’s taxes and 
have only received 14 
percent back for pub-
lic expenses. To put it 
into perspective, Cata-
lonia contributes more 
to Spain than Califor-
nia does to the United 
States. 
    Not only would this 
split negatively affect 
Spain, but it would also 
present several diffi-
culties for Catalonia.  
35.5 percent of Catalan 
exports go straight to 
the Spanish market. 
    A split could see their 
unemployment double 
and their economy 
shrink by 25-30 per-
cent. Another major 
complication which 
many have overlooked 
is the matter of debt. 
    Spain’s national debt 
is priced at $1.18 tril-
lion, of which Cata-
lonia makes up $86.9 
billion, roughly 16 

percent of the national 
debt. What happens af-
ter a split? Does Spain 
absorb all of it? Does 
Catalonia assume their 
share of it? Do they pay 
off the debt? 
       You have to remem-
ber that these wouldn’t 
be two nations agreeing 
to peacefully separate. 
Spain, understand-
ably, will try to cut 
their losses as much as 
possible, which means 
that from the birth of 
the new nation, their 
potential for economic 
expansion will be fet-
tered by the massive 
debt they hold. 
    Just because I com-
pletely oppose Catalan 
independence doesn’t 
mean I don’t under-
stand why the Catalo-
nians may want this.  It 
certainly doesn’t mean 
that I support the ac-
tions of the Spanish 
government. 
     As violence sweeps 
the streets, Spain’s 
democracy is being 
torn to shreds.  Prime 
Minister, Mariano Ra-
joy may have hoped 

to protect his nation’s 
brittle democracy with 
his response to the 
Spanish Civil Guard, 
but instead he spat 
on the very ideals that 
brought Spain out of 
the Franco era. 
     He also has pushed 
more citizens into the 
pro-secession side with 
his actions. By denying 
Catalonia its right to 
think as a state, he only 
made a better case for 
independence. 
   Hopefully, Spain can 

By ARCHIT REDDY ‘19
Staff Writer

Why Spain and Catalonia Must Remain Unified
An argument against independence

    Around Spain, citi-
zens feel the effects of 
the nation’s biggest po-
litical crisis in decades. 
The streets of most of 
Spain’s major cities 
and provinces, Sevilla, 
Madrid, Malaga, the 
Basque Country and 
more in the nation are 
draped in the red and 
gold of La Rojigualda, 
the Spanish national 
flag. 
    However, if you take 
a single glance at the 
neighborhoods of Bar-
celona and you’ll still 
see red and gold, but 
it’s a different flag and 
a very different mes-
sage. These are the col-
ors of La Senyera, the 
flag of Catalonia. 
    The prospect of se-
cession from Spain 
isn’t a new one for 
Catalonians. However, 
until recently, it had 
been discussed more 
often in hypothetical 
scenarios and wishful 
thinking being as the 
Spanish government 
has always shut down 
referendums for in-
dependence, deeming 

pull itself out of this 
stain on their history 
as a unified nation. 
   Wishful thinking says 
that the province and 
the nation cease the 
impetuous referen-
dums and tyrannical 
violence and remain a 
consolidated nation. 
   How Catalonia and 
Spain respond to re-
cent violence remains 
to be seen but one can 
only hope for the best. 

A Catalan flag in the capital city of Barcelona.
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“Year after year, shooting 
after shooting, our elected 
officials fail to conjure up a 
better solution to a gun vio-
lence epidemic than sending 

thoughts and prayers.”
    We all act shocked. 
We are all horrified. 
And we all send our 
thoughts and prayers 
to all those affected by 
the violence.
    But that’s it. Year af-
ter year, shooting after 
shooting, our elected 
officials fail to conjure 
up a better solution to a 
gun violence epidemic 
than sending thoughts 
and prayers.
   This is a failure of 

by doing nothing time 
and time again in the 
wake of each horrific 
shooting. Instead, we 
collectively shed tears 
and spiritedly debate 
the topic of gun control 
without constructive 
solutions until the next 
presidential tweets 
usurps the headlines.
   In 2012, in the wake 
of the atrocity at San-
dy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, 

prising move, many 
Republicans from the 
House and Senate, as 
well as the NRA, threw 
their support behind 
a measure that would 
ban “bump stocks,” 
the terrifying technol-
ogy used by Las Vegas 
shooter Stephen Pad-
dock to turn deadly 
semi-automatic weap-
ons into even deadlier 
automatic killing ma-
chines. 
    While a ban on 

tory, remain skepti-
cal when heading to 
the polls in November 
2018 for the midterm 
elections. Congress sat 
idly by after the mas-
sacre in which twenty 
six and seven-year 
olds and their teach-
ers were mercilessly 
slaughtered. 
   Why, then, would 
they act differently 
now?

“Citizens are not asking for a 
complete crackdown on gun 

rights, and neither are Demo-
crats. The country is simply 

clamoring for common sense.”

the country. 
    In 2016, many Re-
publicans firmly op-
posed a proposal to 
prohibit the sale of fire-
arms to those on the 
no-fly list. Republicans 
also opposed measures 

gun rights, and nei-
ther are Democrats. 
The country is simply 
clamoring for common 
sense. 
    Is it unreasonable for 
the public to demand 
that their leaders at 
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