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    On October 1, an 
independence ref-
erendum called by 
the Generalitat de 
Catalunya was held 
in Spain. The refer-
endum asked if Cata-
lonia should become 
an independent state 
(in the form of a re-
public). Millions vot-
ed, and the “Yes” side 
won with 92% of the 
vote.
    Unfortunately, the 
referendum encoun-
tered many obstacles 
even before its in-
ception. The Catalan 
government’s decree 
for a referendum was 
approved on Sep-
tember 6, after years 
of tensions. 
    A day later, the 
Spanish Constitu-
tional Court sus-
pended the referen-
dum and forbade the 
948 municipalities of 
Catalonia from par-
ticipating in referen-

dum efforts. In an act 
of defiance, 682 of 
these municipalities 
pledged their sup-
port for the referen-
dum.
 Furthermore, on 
September 20, the 
Spanish Civil Guard 
initiated Operation 
Anubis and police of-
ficers attacked differ-
ent Catalonian head-
quarters and arrested 
14 people. While this 
was happening, sev-
eral printing compa-
nies were searched 
for ballot papers and 
ballot boxes. Over 
the next couple of 
days, efforts to im-
pair the referendum 
grew as more search-
es ensued. 
   Multiple demon-
strations emerged 
all across Spain as 
protesters called for 
the Catalan “right to 
decide.” On October 
1st, 5,313,564 people 

showed up to vote, 
representing 43% of 
Catalonia’s popula-
tion. The Catalan 
government argues 
that 55% of the pop-
ulation would have 
shown up had it not 
been for “Spanish 
police suppression.” 
     A number of other 
abnormalities oc-
curred with the vot-
ing process, includ-
ing people voting 
more than once, chil-
dren being allowed to 
vote, and foreigners 
casting their votes. 
In this skewed result, 
92% of the voters 
sided with Catalan 
independence. 
   The King of Spain, 
Felipe VI, has called 
the referendum “il-
legal,” referencing 
the Spanish Consti-
tution which does 
not allow for a vote 
on the indepen-
dence of any region 

of Spain. On October 
10, Catalan President 
Carlos Puigdemont 
declared Catalonia 
independent but 
stated that the decla-
ration would remain 
suspended as the 
Catalan government 
attempts to come to 
an agreement with 
the Spanish govern-
ment. 
    Many political 
analysts worry that 
Catalonia’s indepen-

dence could be di-
sastrous for the pan-
European identity 
the European Union 
has tried to create. 
“The Catalonia ref-
erendum has deep-
ened cracks in the 
EU’s plan for greater 
integration, driving 
debate around iden-
tity across the con-
tinent,” said Franz 
Buscha, Professor of 
Economics at West-
minster Business 

School. 
    The EU declared 
the issue of Cata-
lan independence a 
domestic issue and 
withdrew themselves 
from any further 
dealings. Addition-
ally, Catalonia’s se-
cession from Spain 
could shake the glob-
al economy, creating 
instability in the Eu-
rozone and sending 
wider shocks around 
the world.

    On October 1, 2017, 
a gunman opened fire 
at a concert crowd of 
about 22,000, killing 
58 and injuring about 
500 others. The con-
certgoers were attend-
ing the annual Route 
91 Harvest Music Fes-
tival in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada. Normally a fun 
and exciting event, this 
year’s festival became 
the deadliest mass 
shooting in modern 
United States history.
    At 10:05 p.m on Octo-
ber 1, Stephen Paddock 
fired at an unarmed 
and innocent crowd 
from his 32nd floor, 
two-suite hotel room 
in Las Vegas casino 
Mandalay Bay. Many 
people in the crowd 
were stunned for the 
first couple of seconds, 
thinking that fireworks 
were going off nearby. 
Others, such as con-
certgoer Tom Cassidy, 
thought “he saw some-
body step on some-
thing, maybe a plastic 
bottle, and thought: 
Wow, that thing is 
loud.” However, within 
a couple of seconds, 

people began to real-
ize that they were gun-
shots and frantically 
searched for cover. The 
shots were fired for 10 
minutes and ended at 
10:15 p.m.
    The police supposed-
ly broke into the suite 
twelve minutes after 
the shootings conclud-
ed to neutralize the 
gunman. They found 
Stephen Paddock on 
the ground as he had 
killed himself. Inside 
the suite, they found 
dozens of guns and am-
munitions piled up on 
sofas and on the floor. 
The guns that the po-
lice found were semi-
automatic. However, 
he used bump stocks, 
attachments that en-
able semiautomatic ri-
fles to fire faster. Some 
experts and news 
sources estimate the 
bump stocks allowed 
him to fire “as many as 
nine rounds a second.” 
The use of bump stocks 
in this massacre trig-
gered a debate on the 
United States’ current 
gun laws’ leniency. 
  Latest reports in-

dicate police have 
found evidence that 
a security guard and 
maintenance worker 
reported Stephen Pad-
dock to the police ap-
proximately 6 minutes 
before the shooting 
began. They heard the 
shooter breaking the 
windows,and tried to 
get inside. Because 
Paddock had cameras 
set up, they were shot 
at through the door. 
Recent reports indicate 
Paddock looked at oth-
er music festivals, in-
cluding Chicago’s “Lol-
lapalooza” and “Life Is 
Beautiful.”
   Many still ask what 
was his motive? Could 
it have been prevent-
ed? Who else was in-
volved? In the coming 
weeks, law enforce-
ment aims to diligently 
answer these ques-
tions. However, in the 
wake of this tragic in-
cident, many citizens 
wonder what laws can 
prevent future mass 
shootings and how 
they can help victims 
of this heinous act of 
domestic terrorism.

    Since 1901, Nobel 
Prize awards have hon-
ored those who have 
made major strides in 
the areas of chemistry, 
literature, physiology 
or medicine, physics, 
and peace. This year’s 
winners were an-
nounced in early Octo-
ber, and will be award 
edceremony on De-
cember 10 in Sweden 
and Norway. 
    For Chemistry, 
the winners Jacques 
Dubochet, Joachim 
Frank and Richard 
Henderson developed 
cryo-electron micros-
copy, which refines our 
view of miniscule bio-
molecules. This allows 
scientists to view par-
ticles that have been 
frozen and understand 
the chemistry of mol-
ecules better. Although 
all three worked sepa-
rately, their combined 
discoveries allow sci-
entists to view proteins 
in viruses in three-di-
mensional models. 
    Best known for his 
book “Remains of the 
Day,” this year’s Lit-
erature winner Kazuo 

Ishiguro is a renowned 
writer. Ishiguro has 
consistently delivered 
his books in a unique 
way. Readers say that 
his eight books are all 
distinct but equally en-
chanting. Though he is 
reserved, Ishiguro has 
a strong passion for his 
work and promises to 
continue writing.
     For Physiology and 
Medicine, Jeffrey C. 
Hall, Michael Rosbash 
and Michael W. Young 
shared the prize. They 
were awarded the No-
bel for “their discover-
ies of molecular mech-
anisms controlling the 
circadian rhythm,” 
which is the body’s 
biological clock. It con-
trols functions such 
as body temperature, 
sleep and hormone 
levels. Hall, Rosbash 
and Young discovered 
a gene controls circadi-
an rhythms. Now, new 
drugs can be tested to 
see if they affect circa-
dian rhythms. 
    In Physics, winners 
Rainer Weiss, Barry 
C. Barish, and Kip S. 
Thorne made impor-

tant additions in “the 
observation of gravi-
tational waves.” Al-
though Albert Einstein 
theorized gravitational 
waves, they went un-
detected for decades. 
In 2015, however, the 
Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory detected 
these waves. Barish 
procured the fund-
ing to build the LIGO, 
and Weiss and Thorne 
spearheaded its efforts 
in detecting gravita-
tional waves. 
    Given the current 
state of world affairs, 
the Nobel Peace Prize 
is extremely impor-
tant. This year’s win-
ner, the International 
Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN), are worthy 
recipients. The made 
steps towards a treaty 
to prohibit nuclear 
weapons. Supported 
by over 100 countries, 
this treaty is attracting 
worldwide attention as 
it could possibly dis-
arm all countries and 
prevent a potential nu-
clear catastrophe. 
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The Catalonia independence effort has seen many protests, including Barcelona (above).
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