
    Not interested in 
playing an instrument? 
Not interested in be-
coming a dancer or a 
singer? Do you want to 
make your 9th period 
study halls more inter-
esting? 
   Lucky for you, the 
RPS Upper School has 
introduced new Study 
Hall programs to make 
your Study Hall a 
more interesting, pro-
ductive, and exciting 
experience! The Up-
per School staff have 
come together and in-
troduced three new, 
unique seminars that 
all Upper School stu-
dents can attend. The 
school decided to of-
fer these programs as 
a way to provide more 
options for students 
during this time.
   Nikhil Lahiri ‘18 
“While I feel that 9th 
period study halls 
aren’t the most pro-
ductive use of time, 
the supplementary 
programs that have 
been started this year 

have improved upon 
last year’s introductory 
model.”
    Many students have 
been able to take ad-
vantage of the lead-
ership, writing, and 
study skills workshops.
   Leadership with Mr. 
Klipstein is the first. If 
you are interested in 
learning how to be a 
leader and possibly run 
for a position in class/
school council in the 
future, The Leadership 
Program run by Mr. 
Klipstein gives you tips 
on how to develop your 
leadership skills and 
examines what makes 
a successful leader. 
The main question 
covered in this semes-
ter of this discussion/
activity based program 
is: “Are leaders born or 
are leaders made?” 
   In addition, the three 
main areas of leader-
ship, social leadership, 
athletic leadership, 
and professional lead-
ership, are all covered 
in this semester. This 

seminar is held every 
Monday in the HCR. 
Many captains of ath-
letic teams at Rutgers 
Prep and students 
interested in future 
leadership are in atten-
dance.
   Study Skills with Ms. 
Nicolodi is another 
program. If you strug-
gle with study skills 
or want to figure out 
ways to study more ef-
ficiently, this could be 
the seminar for you.   
   They examine how to 
better review for tests 
and quizzes and also 
find areas of improve-
ment in your studying. 
Ms. Nicolodi focuses 
on organization, time 
management, procras-
tination, note-taking 
and more. It is held 
every Tuesday in the 
ADR.
   Writing Workshop 
with Ms. Garrow is the 
third program. If you 
find essay writing chal-
lenging and want to 
improve your overall 
writing skills, then this 

is the program for you. 
    Topics that are cov-
ered in this seminar 
include outlining, 
paragraph writing, and 
developing coherent 
thoughts and para-
graph flow. In addi-
tion, you can bring in 
an essay or a research 
paper that you need 
help writing on, and it 
will be fixed in no time! 
This seminar is held 
every Thursday in the 
ADR.
     Many students feel 
the last band study 
halls are wasted. These 
new programs enable 
students to make the 
most of their 40 min-
utes at the end of the 
day. An anonymous 
student said that the 
9th grade were a “total 
waste of time.” They 
added that this year’s 
programs offer a “great 
way to try and make 
the best use of the ex-
tra time at the end of 
the day.”
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a different experi-
ence, but all pointed 
to the same conclu-
sion: though academic 
success is important, 
relationships are just 
as, if not more impor-
tant. Rick Marcou and 
James Keller (’85) 
both became emotion-
al when stating that it 
would have been Mr. 
Divak’s 50th birthday.
  The stories told helped 
to signify that RPS has 
always been a rigorous 
school that demands 
dedication and excel-
lence, but more so, 
gives back a sense of 
community. 
    This new scholarship 
brings to attention the 
most important trait of 
Prep, its ability to fos-
ter relationships. The 
friendship between 
Russell, Rick, James, 
and all the others that 
joined them was one 
that spanned decades, 
and the establishment 
of this scholarship is 
an amazing way to 
honor that and to en-
courage the same in 
RPS’s current and fu-

ture students.
     As mentioned in 
the announcement, 
Mr. Whitman, another 
classmate of Mr. Di-
vak’s, will be working 
on a friendship-cen-
tered art instillation, 
which will definitely 
add to the welcoming 
feel of RPS. 
    Many students ap-
preciate this gesture 
as it honors Mr. Divak, 
but also embodies the 
distinct Rutgers Prep 
school culture. New 
students have all men-
tioned Rutgers Prep’s 
welcoming environ-
ment as a significant 
and appealing factor 
that sets it apart from 
peer schools. 
    If the Russell A. Di-
vak Friendship Prize 
sounds like you, all 
that’s required to apply 
is a friendship essay. 
Beyond the essay, how-
ever, every member of 
the Rutgers Prep com-
munity should strive 
to honor Mr. Divak’s 
memory by making a 
genuine commitment 
to friendship.

     On October 9, 2017, 
many members of the 
Upper School partici-
pated in our school’s 
annual Day On 4 Ser-
vice. Service opportu-
nities were offered on 
and off campus as stu-
dents spent the morn-
ing volunteering their 
time for a multitude of 
organizations. 
   For example, those 
who volunteered for 
Light the Candle, an 
organization that pro-
vides birthday cards 
to kids in foster care, 
spent their morning 
making cards based off 
a description of what 
each kid liked and their 
age. 
   Sophomore Julia 
Chorun describes her 
experience by saying, 
“Being a part of day on 
4 service was a great 
way to spend the day 
because the light the 
candle members got 
to help make a foster 
child’s birthday hap-
pier and enjoy each 
other’s company.” 
    Another opportunity 
was helping an orga-

nization called Project 
Linus who also helps 
children in the hospital 
by providing them with 
blankets. Students who 
signed up for this spent 
their time by mak-
ing these blankets for 
these patients. 
   Junior Proteeti Bhat-
tacharya took part in 
this and said, “I really 
liked it because it was 
fun and it really felt 
like we were making 
a difference for young 
kids when we writing 
them cards.”
     An off campus op-
portunity that was of-
fered was volunteer-
ing at the Community 
Food Bank in Hillside, 
New Jersey. Unfortu-
nately, students who 
signed up for that 
learned after arriving 
that the site was short 
staffed so they were 
not able to volunteer. 
   However, once they 
returned to school, 
they were split up 
among the services on 
campus and helped 
out those instead. This 
highlights Rutgers 
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The Russell A. Divak Prize
Honoring a legacy of friendship and kindness

   Russell A. Divak, 
class of ‘85, has in-
spired the creation of 
a new scholarship in 
his name. Available 
to freshman, sopho-
mores, and juniors, 
this award honors 
friendship and loyalty, 
two qualities that Mr. 
Divak had in spades.
    During one morn-
ing meeting, a group of 
Mr. Divak’s friends and 
classmates recalled an-
ecdotes and personal 
favorite memories of 
their experiences at 
RPS, all of which really 
tugged on the heart-
strings. 
    They talked in detail 
about how kind and 
dedicated Mr. Divak 
was and how impor-
tant these character-
istics are. In fact, the 
speakers stressed that 
each individual at Rut-
gers Prep should cher-
ish the friendships in 
high school, but also 
try and follow Mr. Di-
vak’s legacy and keep 
this connection for 
years after graduation.
  Each speaker had 

Prep’s commitment 
to giving, even after 
met with challenges. 
Some were assigned to 
help make Luminaries, 
decorated paper bags 
that are lit and placed 
along the perimeter of 
the reflecting pool in 
Washington D.C., for 
the American Cancer 
Society. 
    These bags are made 
in dedication to those 
who have passed on 
from cancer. 
   Junior Sonya Wad-
hwan says about her 
experience, “I thought 
that making luminar-
ies for cancer patients 
was a great activity/ex-
perience because peo-
ple came together as a 
community to honor 
those who have passed 
on.” 
   Other off campus op-
portunities included, 
but was not limited 
to, the animal shelter, 
the Van Wickle House, 
Great Expectations, 
and Elijah’s Promise 
Soup Kitchen.
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The Rutgers Prep Day on for Service
Another successful community service effort

The New 9th Period Study Hall Programs
Develop writing, leadership, and study skills


