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   Celebrated by mil-
lions, Diwali is a fes-
tival of lights that cel-
ebrates the triumph of 
good over evil and light 
over darkness. It is 
typically a Hindu cel-
ebration, but it has be-
come a national festi-
val in India celebrated 
by many. For Rutgers 
Prep students, “Diwali 
season” means hours 
of planning, practicing 
and dancing to prepare 
for the annual Diwali 
show. 
  Every Saturday, 
around forty Upper 
School students get to-
gether to talk, laugh, 
eat pizza and of course, 
work hard to practice 
dancing. Dressing up 
in traditional Indian 
clothing to school on 
Diwali signifies an ap-
petizer to the show. 
     With only a month 
left until the perfor-
mance, it is crunch 
time as Upper School 
students work to pre-
pare the dances from 
all across India. 
     This year, there are a 
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total of nine dances in 
the Diwali show. Un-
fortunately, the much 
anticipated faculty 
dance will not be one 
of them. Students from 
both the Lower School 
and the Middle School 
will be participating. 
Each of the seven re-
maining Upper School 
dances showcase a spe-
cific region of India. 
   Although there is 
such a thing as an over-
arching Indian culture, 
there are so many 
sub-cultures within 
the country as a whole 
that each have unique 
aspects to their region 
and people. 
    For the show, there 
will be two perfor-
mances of Bhangra, a 
traditional folk dance 
hailing from Punjab 
in northern India. 
Around the time of Di-
wali, there is another 
Hindu festival called 
Navratri, which hon-
ors the goddess Durga. 
This is one of the most 
prominent festivals in 
the state of Gujarat, 

and we’re celebrating 
this festival at Rut-
gers Prep with a dance 
called Garba. 
    In Andhra Pradesh, 
where Telugu is spo-
ken, lies Tollywood, 
the part of Indian cin-
ema that is dedicated 
to producing movies in 
the Telugu language; 
we’re going to be per-
forming one dance that 
represents Tollywood. 
      Like Bollywood, the 
movies are filled with 
romance, drama, mu-
sic, and dancing. Last 
but not least, the infa-
mous Mumbai-based 
Indian movie industry, 
Bollywood. Bollywood 
movies are watched 
and loved by many not 

just in India, but all 
around the world.    
    With this love for 
the movies, actors, and 
stories also comes love 
for the songs and danc-
es that light up Bolly-
wood. This year, three 
of the nine songs are 
fun, lively and energet-
ic Bollywood songs. 
    All of the Lower, 
Middle and Upper 
school students have 
been working hard to 
learn the dances, and 
to organize and put to-
gether the show. Make 
sure to mark your cal-
endars and come out 
to the Rutgers Prep 
Diwali Show at 3pm on 
Sunday November 12, 
2017! 

     Perhaps in sync with 
the seasonal changes, 
Netflix debuted many 
new seasons for exist-
ing shows and some 
brand new shows.
   “Fuller House” re-
turns for a season 3 
and like the original 
series, “Full House”, 
the show is set in the 
same house in San 
Francisco where DJ, 
Kimmy, and Stephanie 
(the she-wolves) take 
care of their families. 
This third season is full 
of new twists, leading 
up to Steve’s wedding. 
    “Greenhouse Acad-
emy” is a new drama 
series and is based on 
the Israeli television 
series, “The Green-
house”. Months after 
losing their astronaut 
mother in a rocket 
explosion, her twins, 
Alex and Hayley enroll 
in a boarding school 
for gifted future lead-
ers. Upon arrival, they 
discover the school is 
not what they imag-
ined. Along with new 
friends, they must 
work together to save 
the world. 
   “Mindhunter” is an 
upcoming American 
drama series produced 
by Charlize Theron. 
It is based on the true 
crime book of the same 
name. Set in 1979, 
“Mindhunter” revolves 
around FBI agents, 
Holden Ford and Bill 
Tench, who provide 
interviews with im-
prisoned serial killers 
to understand the psy-
chology of how these 
criminals think. 
   Growing up, the 
magic school bus was 
everything. “The Mag-
ic School Bus Rides 
Again” is a continua-
tion of the 1994 series. 
In this show, however, 
Miss Frizzle passes the 
keys to her younger 
sister Fiona Frizzle. 
As they journey on 
new and exciting ad-
ventures they discover 
new locations, crea-
tures, and time periods 
and learn more about 
the wonders of science 
in the world along the 
ride. 
   “Big Mouth” is an 
American adult ani-
mated sitcom. Teenage 
friends find their lives 
upended by the won-
ders and horrors of the 
teenage world in this 

edgy comedy based 
on the lives of real-life 
pals Nick Kroll and An-
drew Goldberg.
    “Atypical” is a com-
ing-of-age dark com-
edy that focuses on 
the life of 18-year-old 
Sam Gardner who is 
on the autism spec-
trum. When he an-
nounces that he wants 
to start dating, his fam-
ily is thrilled and gives 
him advice, albeit the 
wrong advice. He has a 
crush, but it’s not who 
you expect it to be and 
in order to know you 
must watch this show. 
There is already an or-
der for a second season 
so catch up now!
   “Marvel’s The De-
fenders”, based on the 
Marvel Comics, in-
cludes Daredevil, Jes-
sica Jones, Luke Cage, 
and Iron Fist, who form 
the superhero team. 
It is set a few months 
after the second sea-
son of “Daredevil” and 
a month after the first 
season of “Iron Fist”. 
The individual super-
heroes band together 
to create a super team 
to fight a common en-
emy: The Hand.
    “Stranger Things” is 
getting even stranger 
with season 2. Stranger 
Things is a science-fic-
tion horror show that 
spread across the small 
screens last year. This 
second season will take 
place around October 
of 1984, roughly a year 
after the events of the 
first season and will 
explore the more into 
Will’s disappearance. 
This second season is 
set to release on Octo-
ber 27th, 2017 with a 
desire to have a third 
and fourth season as 
well.
   “American Vandal” is 
a 2017 mockumentary 
series that satirizes 
true crime stories. The 
series follows the after-
math of a costly high 
school prank that left 
27 faculty cars vandal-
ized with obscenities. 
Dylan Maxwell, the 
senior “class clown”, 
is accused of the crime 
and is expelled. An in-
vestigation is launched 
by sophomore Peter 
Maldonado to uncover 
the truth.
     With all these choic-
es, there truly is some-
thing for everyone.

Diwali Show partcipants practice for the show.
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Previewing the Rutgers Prep Diwali Show
See the exciting dances live November 12!

  Russell A. Divak 
(Class of ’85) truly 
embodied the word 
“friend” and there 
couldn’t be a more fit-
ting way to pass his 
kindness and appre-
ciation than to memo-
rialize him by not only 
creating a scholarships 
but also an art piece in 
his honor. 
    As Chair of the Art 
Department and a true 
“lifer” here at RPS, Mr. 
Wittman was identified 
as the perfect person 
for the job of creating 
a “Friendship Piece” 
because his artistic tal-
ents alongside his close 
connection to Prep and 
Russell himself.
     When asked how he 
would define the RAD 
Friendship Scholar-
ship, Mr. Wittman 
reminisced about one 
of the many fond mem-
ories he remembers 
about Russell as a stu-
dent at Prep: the cre-
ation of his (and many 
of the people creating 
this scholarship) Cre-
ative Cards club. 
    “Playing poker on 
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campus would be an 
instant detention (we 
did not have demerits 
back them - just de-
tention, even for gum 
chewing) so they sold 
the school on the no-
tion of spending time 
with the senior citizen 
community down the 
road.  The school knew 
full well what was go-
ing on but thought it 
was clever and thought 
spending time between 
the generations was a 
great thing.  Russell 
and his friends found 
a way to bring friends 
and strangers together 
around a circular table 
to spend time.  So…the 
RAD Friendship Schol-
arship is the chips left 
in the middle of the 
Creative Cards poker 
table paid forward to 
younger Argonauts.”
     To Mr. Wittman, this 
piece and scholarship 
is about the definition 
of genuine friendship 
that Russell epito-
mized. Being a friend is 
about creating the de-
sire for people to mod-
el behavior and pro-

mote good will rather 
than how many follow-
ers one has. It’s about 
making Russell proud 
with his contribution 
to this important prize 
and “sharing good mo-
ments on the human 
level in real-time.” 
  In regards to the con-
tent of this piece, he is 
currently in the “brain-
storming stage.” Origi-
nally, his first idea 
was to design a bench 
because by their very 
nature, benches are 
structures that pro-
vide a place for friends 
to catch up or where 
new people can meet 
to start a friendship. 
However, he is in the 
process of deciding be-
tween his original idea 
and a couple of other 

thoughts, making sure 
that the piece captures 
the essence of both 
friendship and Russell.
    “The reason Russell 
has so many friends 
flying across the en-
tire country to speak at 
Morning Meeting is be-
cause he was so friend-
ly and also separately 
was such a good friend.  
Artists throughout the 
history of time have 
tried to actualize emo-
tion in tangible art-
works.  I’m not exactly 
sure how I’ll go about 
creating an object to 
capture the sentiment, 
but between the people 
creating the award and 
the quality of people 
in the student body I 
think that flame will 
not snuff ever.”

Divak’s family and friends spoke to honor his legacy.
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Mr. Whitman’s “Friendship Piece”
Memorializing Russell A. Divak ’85’s compassion
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The Best of Netflix
Shows and movies to watch for


