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The 2017 Innovations Program
Exciting new programs debut

continue serving on 
Council for the next 
three years. He says 
the sophomores were 
the source of energy 
that compelled him 
to stay on Council. 
   His plan for the 
year is to raise mon-
ey for his class and 
showcase the name 
and qualities of Rut-
gers Prep. Last year, 
his class council held 
events such as book 
drives and clothing 
donations to keep 
in line with Rutgers 

Prep’s status as a pil-
lar of the community. 
This year he hopes to 
do the same. 
   The Freshman Class 
President, Kiran 
Lahiri, may just be 
beginning his class 
council career but 
he’s already showing 
a strong passion for 
it. Kiran believes his 
dedication and will 
to work hard for the 
freshman class qual-
ify him to be their 
first president. 
   His love for the 

concept of democ-
racy is what really 
compelled him to run 
this year. Kiran knew 
that he wanted to get 
involved as soon as 
he joined the Upper 
School. When asked 
about his plan for the 
upcoming year, Ki-
ran said he wants to 
make collaboration a 
key factor. 
   He wants to make 
sure all of his fellow 
council members are 
able to contribute 
to the class and that 

The New Class Presidents and Vice Presidents
From the front page

council involves as 
much of the student 
body as possible. Ki-
ran’s excited to take 
on the challenges 
that are coming his 
way in his rookie year 
on School Council. 
   Freshman Vice 
President, Ansgar, 
believes his experi-
ence with the role 
of Vice President in 
Middle School as well 
as his involvement in 
many leadership po-
sitions qualify him 
for the job of Vice 

    The Innovations Pro-
gram is back again this 
year with 4 new and 
fascinating additions: 
Give’n App, Mock Tri-
als, Guatemala Rising, 
and Sir Isaac’s Army. 
The Innovations Pro-
gram is designed so 
that students can work 
together and finish a 
capstone project or a 
presentation pertain-
ing to their particular 
innovation. 
   This year, there are 
9 programs to choose 
from, and everyone can 
find something enjoy-
able. The four new in-
novations were added 
to the list so that stu-
dents have more op-
tions to choose a topic 
that they are truly pas-
sionate about. 
   Give’N App, led by 
Mr. Lake, is focused 
in the area of Com-
puter Science. In this 
innovation, students 
will choose a non-
profit organization 
and build the app for 
them. This process 
will entail meeting 
with them to discuss 

what they’re looking 
for, brainstorming, 
coding, documenting 
the whole project, and 
showcasing the video 
at the end of the school 
year. Samatha Kodali 
‘18, a participant in the 
Give’N App Innovation 
program comments, 
“I wanted to learn the 
real life skills of pro-
gramming an app for 
users, something that 
is becoming more 
important in today’s 
world. I also liked that 
the product would be 
donated to non-profit 
organizations.” This 
innovation combines 
students’ interests in 
the field of computer 
science with their de-
sire to help others, just 
as Kodali mentioned.
    In Mock Trials, stu-
dents will learn about 
our legal system while 
actually acting as if 
they were in a court-
room. A group of stu-
dents will act out a 
civil or a criminal trial 
by acting in a variety 
of roles including the 
prosecution, defense, 

and jury. 
    Mock Trials mem-
ber Heritage Adetola 
‘18 says, “To me, mock 
trials was the most in-
teresting innovation 
because it would allow 
me to experience and 
participate in a real 
trial just as I have seen 
on television or while 
reading books like To 
Kill a Mockingbird.” 
   Students will learn 
how to use legal pro-
cedures, analyze cases, 
and debate to try and 
win their trial. This in-
novation is perfect for 
students who want to 
go into the legal field, 
and also allows stu-
dents to work on their 
public speaking skills. 
   Guatemala Rising, an 
Innovations program 
led by Señora Burk, is 
where students travel 
to beautiful Guatema-
la and create a digital 
story about the people 
and experiences there. 
Students will work 
on their digital media 
skills, photography 
and videography, while 
also learning how to 

capture the essence of 
story they are trying 
to tell through a digital 
lens. Not only do stu-
dents get to learn the 
art of Digital Storytell-
ing, but they also get to 
learn about the culture 
and people of Guate-
mala! 
   Lastly, there is Sir 
Isaac’s Army, which is 
the Physics innovation 
program this year. It’s 
name is based on one 

Rutgers Prep, Ans-
gar is excited by “the 
new people, the new 
school, and every-
thing in between”. 
He’s most excited 
by the chance to 
work with the many 
talented people on 
council to serve his 
community.
    Keep an eye on these 
eight individuals as 
they bring about pos-
itive change over the 
coming year at Rut-
gers Prep.

President. 
    He said that he was 
compelled to run by 
the prospects of tak-
ing a major role in 
our community as 
well as the opportu-
nity to create lasting 
relationships in high 
school. He plans to 
work as closely with 
President Kiran as 
possible and ensure 
that his ninth grade 
class is well run and 
satisfied with their 
council. 
   A new student at 

best that they can be.  
    All the Innovations 
programs introduce 
students to valuable 
lessons that are appli-
cable in the real world, 
a luxury that  isn’t al-
ways available inside 
a classroom. It’s a 
great way for students 
to work together and 
learn about interests 
that they may want to 
continue in high school 
and beyond.

of the most influential 
scientists of all time, 
Isaac Newton. 
   In this Innovation 
Program, students will 
prepare to compete in 
the Physics Olympics 
in the spring. Physics 
Olympics was a for-
mer club, but now now 
that it’s an Innovation 
program, students will 
have enough time to 
make their projects 
and presentations the 

President Gurnoor Virdi and Vice President Charles Lin of the Class of 2020. President Kiran Lahiri and Vice President Ansgar Devadhasan of the Class of 2021.

Business and Entrepreneurship is returning as a Innovation for this coming year.
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