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er was asked why the 
Republican majority 
legislature drew dis-
trict maps where Re-
publicans were given 
10 congressional dis-
tricts and Democrats 
were only given 3 dis-
tricts. He simply re-
sponded, “Because I do 
not believe it’s possible 
to draw a map with 
11 Republicans and 2 
Democrats.”
   Through partisan ger-
rymandering, the roles 
of the politician and 
the voter are reversed 
as the politician choos-
es the voter. Partisan 
gerrymandering goes 
against the principles 
of a representative de-
mocracy, while under-
mining public’s trust in 
the government. 
   No political party 
should be given a dis-
tinct advantage over 
any other political 
party in an election. 
The voters should be 
the ones deciding who 
should win the elec-
tion, not the politi-

cians. 
   Gerrymandering is 
vastly unpopular and 
has drawn the criti-
cisms of many political 
figures. Former Presi-
dent Barack Obama 
spoke about the po-
larizing nature of po-
litical gerrymandering 
saying, “Political ger-
rymandering makes 
the incentive for most 
members of Congress 
to play to the extremes 
of their base rather 
than to the center.” 
    Former President 
Andrew Garfield ben-
efited from gerryman-
dering yet still called 
it “evil.” Former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan 
called it a “national 
scandal,” adding it was 
“anti-democratic” and 
“un-american.” 
     The vast major-
ity agrees with these 
views, and, ironically 
both parties have spo-
ken about its disas-
trous effects on the 
American politics. .
    “Governments are in-

stituted among Men.” 
These are the eternal 
words that were etched 
on the Declaration of 
Independence in 1776. 
      The United States 
of America and it’s sys-
tem of government has 
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    Democracy. Democ-
racy is a system by and 
for the people. Ameri-
ca has prided itself for 
centuries for a demo-
cratic government run 
“for the people, by the 
people.” 
    However, American 
politics are poisoned 
by gerrymandering. 
The practice has ex-
isted for centuries, 
thanks to Elbridge Ger-
ry, an American politi-
cian active in the late 
1700s and early 1800s.
Gerrymandering is the 
process by which poli-
ticians manipulate the 
boundaries of a voting 
district so as to favor 
one party or class, an 
evil that betrays every-
thing it means to be 
American. 
   It can take many 
forms, but every form 
violates the idea that 
every vote counts. In 
North Carolina, a po-
litically diverse state 
where the statewide 
vote is often very close, 
a Republican lawmak-

associated with Ameri-
can successes or trag-
edies, it binds our na-
tion as one: a shared 
history, language, cul-
ture and the dream 
of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.
    Recently, American 
sports figures have 
been protesting social 
injustice in America by 
taking a knee during 
the national anthem, a 
time at which they are 
supposed to be thank-
ful for the countless 
sacrifices of country-
men and the opportu-
nities offered in Amer-
ica. 
      By doing so, they are 
disrespecting our flag 
and nation. Promot-
ing social justice and 
respecting our country 
should be addressed 
separately; if athletes 
want to be proponents 
of change, they could 
donate their time, 
money, or fame. 
   Taking a knee is dis-
respectful to law en-
forcement, military, 
and veterans; both liv-
ing and dead. These 

people have dedicated 
so much of their time 
and many have even 
given their lives to de-
fend our country. 
    Is this is how we 
should treat them? 
Some are fed up with 
those who preach that 
our country is truly 
“oppressive”. 
    There are numerous 
countries throughout 
the world that are actu-
ally oppressive because 
they violate basic hu-
man rights, like North 
Korea and Saudi Ara-
bia.
    Perhaps these ath-
letes should question 
whether or not they 
are making a positive 
impact on our society, 
or whether they are 
just creating a more 
divisive environment. 
They should also think 
of and honor the flag, 
the national anthem, 
and the people who 
gave their life defend-
ing the values these 
represent. 

    For years, Francis 
Scott Key’s “The Star 
Spangled Banner” has 
been a symbol of free-
dom and equality all 
across the world. A 
beacon of light where 
there is darkness, Key’s 
immortal words sym-
bolize everything the 
United States of Amer-
ica stands for. 
    During the past few 
weeks, football players 
have sat, knelt, or re-
fused to stand during 
the National Anthem.  
People have argued 
that by refusing to 
stand for the National 
Anthem these NFL 
players are disrespect-
ing their country. 
   I beg to differ. By 
kneeling, these play-
ers are holding our 
great nation to a high-
er standard, and saying 
that they won’t sit idly 
by while the building 
blocks of our country 
are torn down one by 
one by divisiveness 
and hate. 
    It is about one thing 
and one thing only: 
unity. At the end day, 

if the American people 
stand united there is 
nothing they cannot 
change. 
    This demonstration 
should act as a sign to 
those that try to tear us 
apart, that the Ameri-
can people will not 
stand for racism, big-
otry, or anything of the 
sort. 
    I have never seen 
something this beau-
tiful, where owners, 
coaches, and players, 
all kneel, stand, or sit 
in harmony, to show 
that what injustice will 
not be tolerated.
   During the 2016 pre-
season, Colin Kaepe-
rnick became the first 
NFL player to kneel 
during the national an-
them. Kaepernick and 
his teammates knelt 
to peacefully protest 
against certain issues 
in society, which in-
clude police brutality 
and racial inequality. 
      President Trump has 
called the NFL players 
who kneel during the 
national anthem out, 
by calling them “...sons 
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     When Americans 
are asked to reflect and 
think about what the 
American flag means 
to them, many imag-
ine Raising the Flag on 
Iwo Jima, Buzz Aldrin 
and the Moon Land-
ing, Firemen Raising 
the Flag at Ground 
Zero, and a myriad of 
other iconic and defin-
ing moments of Ameri-
can history.
    Meanwhile, others 
think of the Flag as a 
somber reminder of 
those that have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice 
in service to our coun-
try. Images of a folded 
Flag handed to the 
family of a deceased 
serviceman, the 9,387 
flags on the anniversa-
ry of D-Day at the Nor-
mandy American Cem-
etery and Memorial, 
and the 228,000 flags 
at Arlington National 
Cemetery on Memorial 
Day are seared into the 
minds of many Ameri-
cans.  
     Whether our recol-
lections of The Star-
Spangled Banner are 

of b****s,” which is 
the rhetoric one would 
expect from a foul-
mouthed teenager and 
not the leader of the 
free world .
    I love my country. 
I have the utmost re-
spect for our soldiers 
overseas and the po-
licemen who sacrifice 
their lives every day 
in order to ensure that 
everyone is entitled to 
peace, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 
    That being said, the 
events at Charlottes-
ville, the police shoot-
ings of innocent Af-
rican Americans no 
older than you and I, 
these are the real dis-
graces to our great na-
tion. 
    These players kneel 
for what they believe 
in; they kneel because 
of the racism prevalent 
across America. That is 
why our country is so 
great. It is the greatest 
country in the world 
because people can 
stand up for what they 
believe in.

served as an example 
for countries around 
the world, and has be-
come almost synony-
mous with the word 
democracy. 
    Gerrymandering cor-
rodes the very fibers of 

American democracy, 
and sullies the Ameri-
can political system. 
    If we truly consider 
ourselves a democracy, 
then the scourge of ger-
rymandering should 
we wiped out.
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This 1812 cartoon satirizes the gerrymandered legislative districts of Massachussetts.
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