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    Religious intolerance 
and persecution have, 
unfortunately, been 
part of history for cen-
turies. However, one 
group has faced per-
secution for decades, 
hidden from the pub-
lic’s view.  
    The Rohingya Mus-
lims have been dis-
criminated against 
by the government of 
Myanmar, a nation in 
southeast Asia. Myan-
mar is the place of ori-
gin and history for the 
Rohingya people, as 
the ethnic group is spe-
cifically located in the 
country.  
    The Rohingya Mus-
lims call the Rakhine 
state in the West of 
Myanmar home. Yet, 
Rakhine and Myanmar 
view the Rohingyas 
as inferior. In a pre-
dominantly Buddhist 
country, the Rohingya 
Muslims are one of 
few ethnic groups that 
have not been granted 
citizenship since inde-
pendence.  
     The 1.1 million Ro-
hingya are a stateless 
people, a people not 

accepted in their native 
country.
   The persecution of 
Rohingyas has pro-
gressed over decades, 
though the violence 
and mass migrations 
have only recently 
caught international 
attention.  
    The Rohingya people 
are being refused jobs, 
healthcare, education 
access, and many more 
basic rights. Laws tar-
get the ethnic group.  
But the abuse of the 
Rohingyas extends fur-
ther. 
     Military violence and 
abuse have led to the 
deaths of more than 
1,000 people.  Military 
crackdowns have left 
entire towns in ashes, 
which has caused fur-
ther displacement of 
the Rohingyas. When 
the Rohingya fight for 
justice, the govern-
ment assigns security 
to areas populated with 
the Rohingya people.
   The violence and per-
secution in their home 
country have sparked a 
refugee crisis. Massive 
numbers of Rohingyas 

have left for neigh-
boring countries. In 
recent months alone, 
400,000 Rohingyas 
fled to India, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, and other 
countries. 
    In particular, Ban-
gladesh, which has 
become the people’s  
“safe haven,” has seen 
890,000 individuals 
try and cross into the 
territory. That num-
ber grows each day as 
more flee from Myan-
mar. Although initially 
reluctant, Bangladeshi 
leaders are setting up 
refugee camps near the 
border of the two coun-
tries, providing the Ro-
hingya people with a 
temporary shelter. 
     Yet the real issue 
lies, quite literally, in 
between.  
    Many Rohingya refu-
gees are stuck in the 
middle: unable to ad-
vance forward into a 
foreign and new coun-
try, but unable to turn 
back and risk their 
lives in a constant state 
of persecution.  
    Out of the hundreds 
of thousands of refu-

gees who have ven-
tured beyond the bor-
der, and even those 
who have remained in 
Rakhine, an estimated 
420,000 are displaced.
     Zeid Ra’ad al-Husse-
in, the United Nations 
High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, 
commented, “I call on 
the (Myanmar) gov-
ernment to end its cur-
rent cruel military op-
eration…and to reverse 
the pattern of severe 
and widespread dis-
crimination against the 
Rohingya population”.  
    Although the Unit-
ed Nations as a whole 

has acknowledged the 
Rohingya refugee cri-
sis and injustice, very 
little has been done to 
help them. Meanwhile, 
the leaders of the Bur-
mese government have 
called the Rohingya 
Muslims “terrorists,”  
but remained silent on 
negotiating a solution 
to the crisis. 
     Decades have gone 
by since Rohingya 
Muslims first started 
facing persecution in 
their native country, 
but little has changed 
for the better.  Masses 
are still fleeing Rakh-
ine, and tensions be-

tween the military and 
the Rohingya continue 
to rise.  The Myanmar 
government refuses 
to budge in terms of 
granting citizenship. 
    It has become the 
Myanmar government 
versus 1.1 million peo-
ple who want to live in 
their own country and 
freely practice their 
own faith.  Through it 
all, several questions 
remain. Will Rohing-
ya Muslims ever be 
citizens of their home 
country of Myanmar?  
Will the persecution 
end?  And if not now, 
then when?

      As November nears 
and autumn gets into 
full swing, the election 
season begins to inten-
sify. In New Jersey, a 
statewide governor’s 
race pits former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ger-
many and ex-Goldman 
Sachs executive Phil 
Murphy against cur-
rent Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Guadagno.
      Murphy, a Demo-
crat with little cam-
paign experience, is 
running on liberal 
platform, proposing 
recreational marijuana 
legalization and a fif-
teen-dollar minimum 
wage. He also aims to 
lower the cost of higher 
education. He has cho-
sen former Assembly 
Speaker Sheila Oliver 
as his running mate, 
balancing the ticket 
with a seasoned vet-
eran of the New Jersey 
State Legislature.
   The Republican can-
didate, Guadagno, 
plans on taking on the 
opioid epidemic, intro-

ducing ethics reform 
in Trenton, and lower-
ing New Jersey’s prop-
erty taxes, the high-
est in the nation. She 
has picked small town 
mayor Carlos Rendo to 
become her second-in-
command.
    Following a career 
of twenty-three years 
in finance, Murphy 
must shake the image 
of “Wall Street politi-
cian”. His personal 
contribution of sixteen 
million dollars to his 
campaign, his suspi-
cious concealment of 
his tax returns, and 
his ties to investment 
bank Goldman Sachs 
only reaffirm this im-
pression of himself and 
remind New Jerseyans 
of mediocre one term 
governor Jon Corzine, 
who lost the coveted 
office to Chris Christie. 
    Though the Demo-
cratic nominee faces 
troubles, the Lieuten-
ant Governor must 
deal with issues of her 
own. Her costly politi-

cal connections are un-
doubtedly her greatest 
weakness. The recent 
unpopularity of Gov-
ernor Christie, whose 
approval rating hovers 
at an abysmal twenty 
percent, along with the 
criticism of the Repub-
lican Party, have hurt 
her chances.
    In order to overcome 
some obstacles in their 
respective campaigns, 
each candidate is tak-
ing a different strategic 
approach. Murphy at-
tempts to reach out to 
middle class voters by 
showing them he was 
not born into his large 
wealth and was forced 
to work to support his 
family as a child. He 
emphasizes the fact 
that as a respected dip-
lomat, he doesn’t have 
any special interests 
and has no obligations 
to political insiders.
    Guadagno, on the 
other hand, must dis-
tance herself from 
Christie, whose popu-
larity has suffered fol-

lowing the infamous 
“Bridgegate” scandal 
and his controversial 
endorsement of Presi-
dent Donald Trump. 
As a political moderate, 
she must also express 
her opposition to the 
unfavorable policies of 
the president in a fairly 
progressive state.
   Numerous recent 
polls show Murphy 
with comfortable leads 
of over thirteen points, 
demonstrating that it is 
an uphill climb for the 
Lieutenant Governor. 
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However, no assump-
tions can be made after 
the unexpected result 
in last year’s presi-
dential race. In fact, 
the New Jersey guber-
natorial race is being 
carefully observed and 
seen as a referendum 
on President Trump’s 
tenure in office. For-
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden mentioned ear-
lier this year, “This is 
the single most impor-
tant race in the country 
in the next three years, 
before the presidential 

race. He added, “The 
whole country — and 
without exaggeration, 
the world — is going to 
be looking,” and even 
later saying, “They’re 
going to look to decide 
whether or not Ameri-
ca has bought into this 
crass and mean spir-
ited, negative and un-
comfortable rhetoric.”
    No matter who you 
agree with, it is impor-
tant that you make an 
informed decision and 
get out to vote on No-
vember 7.
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